BULLETIN

Graduation

ISSUE 007/2021

A Newsletter from the office of the Vice Chancellor

6thGraduation Ceremony
Theme: From the Goldmine to Jewels of Resilience and Excellence

Vision
A world class technology driven University in
learning and practice

Mission
To provide quality and innovative higher
education through teaching, research and
community service

Core Values
Integrity
Professionalism
Innovation
Equity
Social responsibility

Congratulatory Message from Chair of Council
Dr. Rachael Masake

I take this opportunity to join the fraternity in congratulating Rongo
University for their 6th Graduation Ceremony.
More specifically, I wish to congratulate you, the graduating class of
2021, for your remarkable achievement. Today’s graduation ceremony marks a defining milestone in your life. This is because, despite the challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic, you have braved the
odds, remained resilient, tenacious, and completed your courses, as
evidenced by this momentous occasion.
I sincerely wish that you continue to find strength as you take up the next challenging yet
rewarding steps in your careers and academics. I wish you the very best as you forge ahead
to attain what your unlimited potential is about to bring your way. I urge you to continue
making Rongo University proud as you join our large pool of alumni and ambassadors out
there.
To the University Staff, I thank you for the excellent work for our University despite the
many challenges we face. The Council is not ignorant of those challenges and will endeavor
to find solutions to make you happy and proud to be part of this Institution.
To our stakeholders, this University takes a lot of pride in associating with you. Collectively, your support to the University has been instrumental in ensuring that the University
achieves its mandate in delivering quality education to our students. This year’s Graduation
Ceremony is a testimony of this commitment. We thank you immensely for this rapport.
I wish to extend my gratitude to the Government of Kenya, through the Ministry of Education, for the continued financial support and policy guidance that has kept this University
focused on its mission. We reiterate our commitment to remain a worthy steward for these
resources.
I once again thank you all.

Page 4 | Graduation Bulletin

17th December 2021

Council Members

Dr. Rachael Masake
Chair of Council

Dr. George O. Ochiri
Member

Mr. William B. Omoding
Member

Mr. Kenneth K. Kiprono
Member

Ms. Catherine N. Mputhia
Member

Page 5 | Graduation Bulletin

Mr. Kiven Kigen Kieti
Representative of Cabinet
Secretary, The National Treasury

Mr. Evans Atambo
Representative of the
PS, State Department for the
University Education & Research

17th December 2021

Mr. David L. Mshila
Member

Prof. Samuel Gudu
Council Secretary

Congratulatory Message from Vice Chancellor
Prof. Samuel Gudu

I join the congregation in celebrating this incredible achievement. I want
to start by sincerely congratulating the graduating class of 2021. I wish
you all the happiness for your well-deserved success, and I hope you all
celebrate in style. I understand that most of you would have preferred to
be personally here to receive the conferment of your degrees and celebrate with your families and friends, but this was not possible. However,
we thank God that this day has finally arrived.
Your academic experience at Rongo University has prepared you to pursue further education, training, and career opportunities, as well as to
embrace life and make a significant contribution to humanity. I encourage you to utilize your knowledge and talents to make a difference in the
communities you live in as you lead the much-needed transformation of
our society.
I believe that some of you will find yourself on large platforms with great influence, while most of
you may operate in smaller circles. In either case, speak the truth and act injustice to make genuine
differences in people’s lives. As you go out, I urge you to continue to be our good ambassadors by
displaying the qualities you learned at Rongo University. Utilize them to cope and succeed.
My sincere gratitude also goes to the Rongo University faculty for their devotion and commitment to
the academic course despite the challenging circumstances this year and the previous year. Without
your ability to adapt to the changing dynamics presented by the ongoing Covid-19 Pandemic, we
could not be gathered here to celebrate the success of the graduating class of 2021.
On behalf of the University Management, I take this opportunity to thank our deserving stakeholders,
including parents, guardians, partners, and sponsors, for your continuous support despite this year’s
financial problems. Thank you for always being there for us and sticking by our side.
I would also want to thank the government for giving the necessary financial assistance. Rongo University is a thriving institution of higher learning. To this end, we have been persistent in building
strong and active collaborations that have enabled the ongoing flow of ideas, talents, views, and
global connections for a more significant impact.
Finally, I would like to ask everyone to join me in applauding the Government, Council, Staff, Students,
and everyone else who helped the graduates to accomplish this milestone. To those who have joined
us online, we thank you, and please remember to give hearty congratulations to our graduates.
Thank you, and May God bless you.
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CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE FROM DEPUTY VICE CHANCELLOR
ADMINISTRATION, FINANCE AND PLANNING
Prof. Stanley Shitote

I take this opportunity to congratulate all the graduands participating in Rongo
University’s 6th Graduation ceremony. You must feel proud after finally completing your studies, which were interrupted by the outbreak of the coronavirus
pandemic. I trust that your endurance through the challenges posed by the pandemic and your development overthe study period have prepared you well for the
outside world. I wish every one of you success in your future endevours.

Congratulatory Message from Deputy Vice Chancellor Academic and Student Affairs
Prof. Augustino Onkware

The Office of the Academic and Student Affairs Division and all the serving officers wish to congratulate the 2021 Rongo
University graduands, family, friends, and the Rongo University fraternity as we celebrate the 2021 Rongo University graduation. This achievement is particularly spectacular because all of you worked in a challenging season of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Graduands: This is the day that celebrates the coming to fruition of your academic dreams.
Your achievement has taken a long time of focused, hard work, and commitment to get. You
practiced dedication in the pursuit of knowledge, skills, and competencies, and you proved
your academic growth by bypassing all the University examinations and obtaining the approval of the examiners, relevant committees, boards, and the University and Senate. That
is not an easy exercise. Moreover, you also had to observe other societal mores to reach this
stage. Congratulations.
You joined the University at a relatively young age and had a lot to learn. It is the hope of the
Academic and Student Affairs Division of the University that our efforts at offering education
to you and the environment for your social growth were enough to make you not only excel in your academic pursuits
but in all the other areas of development. We hope that all these gains will make you valuable to yourself, your family,
and the community. Henceforth, you will be called upon to practice your trade to produce good results and live harmoniously with all human beings. Please remember your alma mater, Rongo University; honor and support her vision and
dreams through your everyday actions.
The family and friends: You supported and encouraged today’s graduands as they worked to attain enviable academic,
physical and social growth. Hard economic times and the COVID-19 menace did not diminish your desire to support.
The graduands depended on you for financial, moral, spiritual, health, and other support areas when they had few other
alternatives. You sacrificed, prayed, and toiled for them: and today, they graduate with gratitude in their hearts and determination to always do and serve in the areas they have qualified.
The University community: You provided the means and environment for quality learning for these graduands. You may
have made what you consider to be great sacrifices in support of the graduands, but it was all for a good cause, and your
legacy lives in the memory of the great events of today and in the testimony of graduands who will serve and minister
to many.
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Congratulatory message from Rongo University
Students Association (RUSA) Chairman
Winners never quit and quitters never win!
Congratulations the class of 2021! You made it!
It’s time to celebrate all the hard work that have led
to this momentous occasion. The road to graduation
is long, steep and rough but however much it maybe
hard, it is never impossible. So take a moment, recall
your experiences from since you began schooling and
be proud of your accomplishments. Today we celebrate you, you are victors! We are commissioning you
on a fresh episode of your life’s journey; go out there
and be the change you have ever dreamed of bringing
to the world. Make the World a better place for living.
God bless you as you face the world.
Congratulations once more the class of 2021.
Mr. Hillary Ouma

The RUSA Executive Council
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RONGO UNIVERSITY- AFRICA HEALTH SOLUTIONS JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE COLLABORATION
By Marren Akong’o

The African Health Solution Journalism Initiative
(AHSJI) in collaboration with Rongo University held
a workshop aimed at enriching the training of students of Communication and Journalism to enable
them focus on providing solutions to social problems
rather than just reporting them. The workshop that
culminated into an agreed collaboration between
the two institutions will provide opportunities for
training, resource mobilization, internship, fellowship, grants, and sponsorship for research once the
MoU is signed. While opening the workshop on 2nd
September, 2021 the DVC- ASA Prof. Onkware expressed optimism that collaboration between the
two institutions was going to contribute to content
Prof. Samuel Gudu the Vice Chancellor, Rongo University receives
delivery and students’ performance in research and academic pursuit. He emphasized that
Mr. Otunge
and Mr. Aduda accompanied by the goal of Rongo University is training in
Prof Shitote, DVC AFP, Rongo
collecting, analysing and dissemination of useful information which requires that the
University, Dr. Rono,
university works with stakeholders like AHSJI in seeking ideas that help in the improvement
and Dr. Millicent
of curriculum content and review from time to time. According to Mr. Otunge, the Project
lead Science Africa, the goal of the collaboration is to have the university produce media
professionals ready to apply their Solutions Journalism (SOJO) skills for effective media
coverage of health issues for informed decision making at
individual, community, national, regional and continental levels. Mr Aduda, a media consultant mentioned that today’s journalism face a paradigm
shift and the media industry must rethink on how to train
journalists and practice journalism. Above exposing infirmities in the society, journalists should offer explanations
on remedies to the social afflictions; therefore, the new
way is to present problems and solutions together, thus
journalists should shift from being watchdogs to guide
dogs. Dr. Otieno, the HOD Communication
Journalism and Media Studies and Dr Rono, the Dean
INFOCOMS were grateful for the workshop and looked
forward to a fruitful engagement and partnership with
AHSJI.
Prof. Augustino Onkware DVC-ASA
making his opening remarks during
the workshop.
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PEACE-JOURNALISM WORKSHOP FOR
COMMUNITY RADIO BROADCASTERS

In previous general elections, Kenya experienced
rounds of violence which led to death, injury,
destruction of property and internal displacement of
citizens.
Borrowing from this experience, the Kenya National
Commission for UNESCO, in collaboration with the
UNESCO Chair on community Radio for Agricultural
Education provided training on adverts and podcasts
co-creation.
The training targeted community radio broadcasters,
radio programme managers, local stakeholders,
researchers and peace-journalism experts from the
region. The workshop took place in Rongo University
on 31st October to 4th November, 2021 and the aim
was to equip participants with tools and techniques for
violence prevention using radio platforms.
The goal is to prevent violence and foster peaceful
co-existence among Kenyans throughout the
electioneering period of 2022.
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TRAINING FOR APICULTURE ORGANIZATIONS
The Research and Extension department held a training for Apiculture Producer Organizations on roles
of cooperatives, group dynamics, finance management, business planning, resource mobilization and
linkages to financial providers and markets.
Training topics were:
1.
Roles and functions of cooperative societies in
apiculture projects
2.
Group dynamics and negotiation skill for apiculture projects
3.
Book and record keeping in apiculture projects
4.
Financial management and resource mobilization or apiculture projects
5.
Resource mobilization for successful apiculture projects
6.
Business planning and management in apiculture projects
7.
Linkages to financial providers and market players for apiculture projects
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THE INTERNATIONAL MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY

E
T

very 21st February, the International Mother Language Day
honors linguistic diversity and
multilingualism globally.
he Kenya National Commission for UNESCO in partnership with the UNESCO Chair
on Community Radio for Agricultural Education – Rongo University hosted this year’s celebrations at the
Black Market area within the university.
The colorful ceremony provided a forum for students to elevate the position
of Mother Language and its use within
the University community. The event
was marked with colorful displays of
cultural foods, attire and vibes. In attendance was a youthful and upcoming
Ohangla artist, Elly Mtoto Wa Shule
from the Suba Community.
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T

he theme of this year’s celebration
is “Fostering multilingualism for
inclusion in education and society”.
According to Ms. Audrey Azoulay,
Director-General of UNESCO, when 40% of
the world’s inhabitants do not have access
to education in the language they speak or
understand best, it hinders their learning, as
well as their access to heritage and cultural
expression.
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RONGO UNIVERSITY DONATES BOOKS TO SCHOOLS AND
COMMUNITY LIBRARIES
On 27th August, 2021 the University in partnership with Kibabii University and African
Library project donated over 20,000 books to 14
schools and 3 community Libraries in Migori
and Homabay Counties. This was done as part
of the community outreach and empowerment
programs that the university.
This project aims at improving the literacy levels
in the region through developing a good reading culture among school going children. Since
the inception of the project in year 2016, the
university has donated over 200,000 books to
192 schools/ Community libraries in the region.
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The schools/ community libraries that
received books include;
1.
Assar Johnson Primary School
2.
Got Kayayo Adventist School
3.
Kadika Girls Secondary School
4.
Nyamware Primary School
5.
Motherland Academy
6.
Nyamanga Primary School
7.
Sanchawa Primary School
8.
St. Margaret Magunga Academy
9.
Taragwiti Primary School
10. Wangaribose Primary School
11. Gwigonge Secondary
12. Kwoyo Kodalo Secondary School
13. Ligodho Mixed Secondary School
14. Nyatindo Mixed Secondary School
15. St. Peter’s Kodeny Secondary School
16. Emmanuel Mercy Learning Centre
17. Nyora Community Library

17th December 2021

PICTORIALS

Meeting with the Director, Collaboration & Partnership
Programs for the Lake Region Economic Block (LREB) Rongo
University is LREB’s Center of Excellence in Agriculture & Food
Security.

Rongo University Scouts Celebrate 3 Years of existence

Education Collaborative In-person meeting held at Rongo
University on 25th August 2021 attended by University Leaders from
Kenya (Rongo University, University of Embu, Riara University,
Strathmore University and USIU), Uganda (Cavendish University),
Rwanda (Kepler and Davis College) and Ghana (Ashesi University).
Also present was the Chair of Council, Rongo University, and
representatives from the Ministry of Education
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Training on Countering Violent Extremism through Radicalization
of the Vulnerable

Orientation of first year students, September 2021

Rongo University Management, Deans and Student leaders hosted
visitors from Ashesi University in Ghana and Kepler in Rwanda.
The team discussed strategies for the first East Africa Regional
Hub to be hosted at Rongo University. They also shared experiences on how to collaborate to enhance student employability,
entrepreneurship and ethical leadership.

17th December 2021

INFOCOMS students on a trip to Nairobi and Mombasa for their field course. The students visited several sites among them being KLB
(Kenya Literature Burea),Fort Jesus, Swahili Centre, Haller Park and MO Radio.

CBC Training for School of Education

Rongo University Clinic in partnership with Lwala community
alliance conducting a youth focused in-reach activity at the
Universities’ graduation square.

Rongo University deans, directors and heads of departments participating
in CBC training at Rongo University on 19th August 2021
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3rd Rongo University International
Multidisciplinary Research Conference
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COURTESY VISIT BY THE BISHOP OF THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE,
HOMABAY

His Lordship Rt. Rev. Michael Odiwa, the Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Homabay paid a
courtesy visit to Rongo university on 1st June
2021. The Bishop was accompanied by Rev. Fr.
Pius Odhiambo – The Chaplain St. Vincent De
Paul Chaplaincy, Rev. Fr. Joshua Mege – The
Communication Director Catholic Diocese
of Homabay and Rev. Fr. Patrick Marceline
Ochieng – The Priest in charge of Rakwaro Parish and Rv. Fr. Benard Obwaya – Assistant parish priest Rakwaro Parish.
During the visit, the Bishop was received by the
Rongo university management led by the Vice
Chancellor Prof. Samuel Gudu. Also present
were staff members, students and the catholic faithful from St. Martin De Pores Catholic
Church Kitere.
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The Bishop thanked the University for the
Transformative Role it’s playing in the diocese and the whole country. He assured the
university his continued prayers and partnership whenever called upon.
In his remarks, the vice Chancellor thanked
the Bishop for visiting the university and
seconding a Chaplain to support the university in providing psychological and spiritual
care to the students and staff.
The bishop also led the Catholic Students
Association (St. Vincent De Paul Chaplaincy) in Eucharistic celebration. During Mass
the Bishop gave 30 students the Sacrament
of confirmation and also blessed the finalist
students.
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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF ODeL

The impact of Corona Virus Disease (COVID-19)
has triggering a revolution in Kenya’s education
system as higher learning institutions scramble to
establish digital online learning for students. This
has led to increased demand and need for Open,
Distance, e-Learning (ODeL) modes of delivery
among both Public and Private Universities in
Kenya. Accordingly, Rongo University ODeL has
responded to this scenario by embracing online
delivery techniques. The directorate is currently
working towards revising the instructional delivery design to incorporate improved e-learning
component in our instruction system. The ODeL
Directorate is therefore faced with an arduous
task of ensuring that all programmes offered
through e-learning platform conform to learning
outcomes and other requirements specified in the
face to face delivery of the curriculum.
The ODeL Directorate thrives on four main pillars. These include; First, Open learning which is
characterized by flexibility in which learners
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are allowed to learn where and when they want, free to
join courses when they want and take off their studies
and resume when they are able to. Secondly, Distance
learning which occurs when lecturers and the learners
are separated most of the time or all the time. In this
case, the learning will take place via use of two-way
communication media to facilitate learning transaction between the lecturer and the learner. Thirdly, by
use of electronic learning which refer to electronic
application and processes to learning via virtual or
multimedia classrooms and digital collaborations.
Fourth, blended learning where one mode of learning
is combined with another mode i.e. Use of face to face
and online learning.
The tri-semester approach in our ODeL programme
is our pride as our students are able to finish their
programmes within the shortest time possible. Our
motto of “flexibility” stands out tall and will keep us
burning forever until we realize the commitment of
providing quality education to our clients.
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TRAINING OF THE TEACHER & COMMUNITY LIBRARIANS
On 26th August 2021, Rongo University in
partnership with Kibabii University and
African Library project held a day long training for teachers/ Community Librarians.
The teacher librarians were taken through the
step by step process of Setting up and Running a School/ Community Library. They
were also given on how to promote reading
culture and support pupils in literacy activities like establishing reading clubs and culture
corners. In total, there were 31 teacher/ Community Librarians from 17 school/ community Libraries. The training was done by the
RU library team led by Mr. Joel Nakiare, Ag.
Deputy University Librarian

RONGO UNIVERSITY COLLABORATES WITH KIBABII
UNIVERSITY TO IMPROVE LITERACY SKILLS

On 7th of July 2021, Rongo University in collaboration with Kibabii University received 35,000 children
books. The books were distributed to 33 schools and
community libraries in Migori, Homabay and Bungoma Counties as part of the joint universities community outreach programme.
The project aims at improving the reading culture
and literacy skills among school going children in the
Western Region of Kenya.
The Container was received by a joint team of Rongo
University and Kibabii University. The RU team was
led by Prof. Joseph Aguyo, (The Registrar Academics and Students Affairs) while KIBU team was led
by Prof. Sanchai Mohochi (Registrar Academics and
Students Affairs).

Page 19 | Graduation Bulletin

17th December 2021

CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY: A VISIT TO CHILDRENS’ HOME
A team of 25 Rongo University students and
Staff visited Good Samaritan Children Home
in Nyamware, Migori town. At the time of the
visit, there were 76 children (ages 0- 19 years),
majority are infants. Mr. Joel Nakitare who led
the team handed over children books, foodstuff, toiletries and refreshments on behalf the
University fraternity. While at the Home, the
RU team shared the belated 2021 Cake with
the children and also cleaned the utensils. The
Home Director Rev. Pastor Peter Ouma together with his staff thanked the RU team for
the visit and the gifts.
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SIGNING OF MoU BETWEEN RONGO UNIVERSITY AND KEILOT KENYA
Energy efficiency and increased use of renewables
contribute to Climate Change mitigation and disaster risk reduction.
Given these facts, Rongo University and Keilot
Kenya signed an MoU, a framework for promoting
clean, renewable, and
sustainable energy use in the Southern Nyanza region. The cooperation signals
better things ahead for RU students who have been
singled out and targeted for
training, research, and exchange visits to Israel. The
Ceremony was coordinated through the Office of
Research, Extension, and Linkages in collaboration
with the UNESCO Chair on Community Radio for
Agricultural Education. The Vice-Chancellor, Prof.
Samuel Gudu, represented Rongo University, while
Mr. Omri Cohen, the CEO, Keilot, represented the
organization.

HANDING OVER OF RONGO UNIVERSITY LEARNING CENTRE
IN MACALDER
Nyatike NG-CDF has built 8 No. Lecture rooms &
a water project to support the establishment of the
University learning center in the
Constituency.
The University thanks the Constituency of
Nyatike, under the leadership of Hon. Tom Odege,
MP for the initiative.
This commitment will expand University
education & research in Migori County. The
impact will be felt across Kenya & beyond.

Page 21 | Graduation Bulletin

17th December 2021

RONGO UNIVERSITY STUDENT FROM SCHOOL OF INFORMATION,
COMMUNICATION AND MEDIA STUDIES WINS KSHS. 20,000 GRANT
Arnold Adidi , a fourth year , Rongo University Journalism student won
a Kshs 20 000 grants offered by The Media Council of Kenya for exemplary work in Journalism. The win was a result of a competitive process
that involved evaluation of submitted works by accredited journalist in
the country.
Arnold’s work, feature radio documentaries entitled ‘ Students Employing Locals ‘ and ‘ Impacts of Covid 19 Response Measures on Mental
Health ‘ emerged top in the Business Reporting and Health Reporting
categories respectively. In addition to the grant, the media council of
Kenya assigns the winner-Arnold Adidi- a chance to work with the experienced media practitioners as mentors .
Rongo University congratulates Arnold Adidi for the win and thanks
the Media Council of Kenya for supporting Journalism training in the
university

OTHER MAJOR ACTIVITIES IN THE SCHOOL INFOCOMS 2021
i. The department developed curricular for Masters and PhD in Media and Security .
ii. The department and Africa Health Solutions Journalism Initiative ( AHSJI) organization
partnered to entrench a solution based approach in the training and practice of Journalism
. The partnership will also lead to joint development of proposal for fund and attachment
placement for students of Journalism and Public Relations.
iii. A fourth year journalism student , Arnold Adidi ,won a grant of kshs 20000 from
The Media Council of Kenya through his feature radio documentaries entitled
1. Students Employing Locals- Business reporting category.
2. Impacts of Covid 19 response measures on mental health.
To win the award, the student competed with other journalism students from across the country.
iv.The department received a grant from The Media Council of Kenya for award of students of
exemplary competencies in Public Relations and Journalism.
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CAPACITY BUILDING TO MITIGATE ADVERSE
EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE

By Marren Akong’o

Scientists from the School of Agriculture, Natural By implementing the project funded by the National
Resources and Environmental Studies (SANRES) Research fund the scientists from Rongo UniversiRongo University have spearheaded the imple- ty SANRES intend to enhance food security through
mentation of research on the mitigation of climate capacity building and community outreach activities
change through farming. The objective of the proj- which were carried out in in Migori, Siaya and Vihiga
ect titled “enhancing the potential of ricebean as a Counties.
food security crop for mitigating against climate In order to realize Rongo University’s mission on comchange in Kenya” was to determine the status of munity service and also help Kenya achieve Agenda
ricebean value chain, determine and conserve rice- 2063, the School of SANRES has also actively conbean biodiversity; validate and promote appropriate tributed to improving livelihoods in selected Arid and
agronomic practices and IPM for ricebean produc- semi -arid lands of Kenya. Through a project: Adapttion; determine the nutritive value of rice bean and ing climate smart technologies along the sorghum valpromote its products and value added products and ue chain to enhance productivity, utilization and imbuild capacity of ricebean value chain stakeholders. proved livelihoods, SANRES collaborates with farmers
in West Pokot County to improve sorghum productivity, and conserve soil and water.

Field day group photo session at Rongo on 13th

Field day group photo session at Siaya ATC on 14th January, 2021.

GAMES, SPORTS & RECREATION ACTIVITIES
After the devastating attack of Corona Virus, the
whole world was left activity less, but resumption
of the same has happened after the containment
measures taken by all countries … Kenya rolled
out stringent measures’ inclusive lockdowns
Rongo University became the first university to
invent how a festival could be held virtually courtesy of the RU management Team led by Professor
Samuel Gudu and the Executive Secretary Kenya
Universities Music Festival KUPAA Music. Mr.
Caleb Nyangwono who at the University level is
the Head of Games, Sports and Recreational activities and also stream live students’ team Rongo
University.
The first Virtual drama and music festival took
place on 25th and 26th at Rongo University.
Nyanza and western Region hosts Rongo university, Masinde Muliro University of science and
Technology, Jaramogi Oginga Odinga university
of science and technology, Maseno University a
Great Lakes University College Kisii University,
KAFUKO, just but to mention a few.
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The university team presented the following
items at this level.
Drama: Narrative, film, Shadow theater were
Ranked 1st, Solo verse, dramatized modern
dance, Play, were ranked 2nd, and Spoken
word was ranked 3rd.
Music: Choral set work, Composition on own
University, Zilizopendwa pop, Zilizopendwa
Gospel, Solo, Own composition, Karaoke, DJ
Disc Jockey, Cappella singing, Rap music-,
contemporary dance, Dance Challenge all were
ranked 1st.
23items qualified to be performed at the National festivals that was held in Meru University
On 14th – 23rd October 2021 a team of 82 students and staff at Meru university, participated in the music and drama festival organized
by the Kenya Universities performing arts and
film Association (KUPAA). A total of 36 universities both private and public, participated
in drama and Music festival.

17th December 2021

The performance is summarized below. During the festival the music group presented a total of 13 items and below is the result
S/no. Class

Description

Position Award

1.

KUPAA-MUS/004

2.

KUPAA-MUS/024B

3.

KUPAA-MUS/023

Pop Composition about own 1
University
Song on ukulima sacco sav- 1
ings bank
East African Anthem
1

4.

KUPAA-MUS/008

Zilizopendwa Gospel

1

5.

KUPAA-MUS/003

Choral Music set piece

1

6.

KUPAA-MUS/010

1

7.

KUPAA-MUS/014

Own solo composition with
own accompaniment
Capella singing

8..

KUPAA-MUS/007

Zilizopendwa pop

2

9..
10.
11.
12.
13.

KUPAA-MUS/017
KUPAA-MUS/001
KUPAA-MUS/015
KUPAA-MUS/013
KUPAA-MUS/016

Contemporary dance
Kupaa Anthem
Acapella singing
Karaoke singing
Rap Music

2
2
2
3
6

2

Trophy
Certificate
Trophy
Certificate
Trophy
Certificate
Trophy
Certificate
Trophy
Certificate
Trophy
Certificate
Trophy
Certificate
Trophy
Certificate
Certificate
Certificate
Certificate
Certificate
-

The universities that participated in music festival were 11 in number :Moi University, Maasai
Mara, Turkana, DEKUT, JOOUST, Gretsa, Rongo, Multimedia, Karatina, Meru, Pwani)

Rongo University Music team was ranked the best overall in the country

The team participated in the winners’ concert by presenting 3 songs; Rongo Bora,
Chalamanda (Set piece), and Solo own composition performance
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Drama Festival
In the drama festival, the university team presented a total of nine items and the table below
indicates the outcome.
S/no
1.
2.

Category
Narrative
Play A
Play B

Award
Trophy on runners up narrative
i.
Trophy on best item addressing issues affecting higher
institution of learning
ii.
Brian oduor, best actor Runners up (Position 2 overall)
iii.
Mourice Nzioka 2nd runners up (Position 3) play category
overal

3.
4.

Film
Shadow theater

Best item in promoting film and theater
Trophy and certificate on special category item in KUPAA- Drama festival


There were 25 participating Universities in
drama festival

The university team participated in the winner’s
concert presenting their narrative (Jonte fresh) which
depicts the life of two brothers in the city who were
pushed to the corner by the pandemic (covid 19) and
decided relocate to the village to start live afresh, at the
village they meet other challenges of being rejected for
fear that they are victims of the covid 19.
Kenya international theater festival -Nairobi.
On 12th-14th of November 2021 a team of one staff
and 14 students participated in the Kenya international
theater festival that took place in Nairobi. The performance was on invitation after an extemporal performance at the just concluded Kenya Universities performance art festival at Meru university

India, University of Cincinnatti College Conservatory of Music, Mai puppets Egypt, Intokozo theartre
production- South Africa, just but to mention a few.

During the performance the team showcased their
prowess in the acquired tittle in the Narrative category
The stage was shared with international artists like the
Burundi artists, Brrr production Senegal, Kalandr

The university teams performed as follows
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Games & Sports

During the Kenya Universities sports events held
at MMUST and Kisii Universities, the University
teams gave their competitors a run for their money
when they cruised giants in the region and managed
to qualify for national games to be held at Kibabii
University later this year
The teams were, Frisbee, cross country, chess, scrabble both men and women and Rugby 10s for men,
Athletics and Tug of war women

17th December 2021

The university teams performed as follows
S/No Team

Position Award

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Tug of War women

1

Trophy

Scrabble Women

2

Trophy

Scrabble Men

2

Trophy

Chess women

3

Trophy

Frisbee

3

Trophy

Cross country

3

Trophy

Chess men

4

Certificates of participation

i.
year
ii.

The three teams that took position 1&2 qualify to represent the region at the National level later this
The trophies awarded are for keeps.
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LAUNCH OF RONGO UNIVERSITY WRITERS CLUB
By Antony Achayo, Communication and media student at Rongo University
In a bid to mentor and nurture writing talent among students and produce competent
communication professionals, Rongo University Writers Club has been established
in Rongo University. The club intends to
mentor junior writers and offer platform to
its members to practice their writing and
journalistic skills. The establishment of the
club was in line with meeting the university
mission of providing quality and innovative
higher education through teaching, research
and community service and with the philosophy of Bachelor of Science in Communication and Journalism on building competencies for Communication, Public Relations,
Media and Journalism professionals.
The patron of writers club, Marren Akong’o
mentioned that the RU Writers club was
timely and it will offer opportunities for the
students to practice their writing and journalistic skills, conduct research and produce content geared towards solving social
problems and fostering development. This
semester, most members of the club wrote
educative, incisive and informative articles
that got published by the mainstream media. Some of the articles featured include;
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“Politicians should stop making pledges
they don’t intent to keep by Maxwell Kamau on The Daily Nation, Act now to make
eradication of poverty a reality by Aggrey
Karani on The Standard newspaper and
Why drought is a women’s health issue by
Emmah Nyiva on Daily Nation. Almost every club member is proud of publishing at
the Taifa Leo newspaper on the,”Barua and
Maoni sections”
The patron congratulated the club officials
and membership for working hard to ensure its establishment. She also encouraged
them to read, research and write and ensure
the club meets its objectives and in realizing competency and professionalism. The
secretary of the club Antony Achayo said
the club will promote readability among
the students and the entire society. It will
also nature competent writing skills because one of the club’s vital role is to mentor young writers into professional writers
while Arnold Adidi, the club chairperson,
mentioned that through the club, a bold
weekly University newspaper that will cover both local and international news will
come to be.
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